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Mostly sunny: High 95, Low 80 


BUSINESS 


Regulators 
get tough 
on power 
providers 


Texas regulators 
criticize "misleading" 
offers by electric 
power providers on 
the website run by 
the Public Utility 
Commission and 
launch an effort to 
introduce more 
transparency into the 
system. PAGE B1 
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Dr. Christopher 
Caldarone is from a 
Toronto hospital. 


Texas Children’s 
names new chief 
of heart surgery 


Texas Children’s 
Hospital selects the 
surgeon-in-chief of 
one of Canada’s top 
pediatric hospitals to 
succeed Dr. Charles 
Fraser, the heart 
surgeon who 
abruptly left in 
December. PAGE A3 


TRANSIT 


Loop 610/290 
access lanes 
set to reopen 


The Fourth of July 
isn’t the only thing 
Houston drivers can 
celebrate next week, 
as transportation 
officials plan to untie 
one of the region’s 
worst traffic knots. 
PAGE BI 


COURTS 


Washington 
girds for battle 


A political war over 
replacing Justice 
Anthony Kennedy 
roars to life in 
Washington, the 
start of a clash that 
will reshape the 
country’s judicial 
future. PAGE ATI 
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Lanc McCullers Jr. 
pitched seven 
dominant innings. 


Astros shut out 
Rays in opener 


Starter Lance 
McCullers Jr. and two 
relievers handcuff 
Tampa Bay in a 1-0 
victory that gets the 
Astros’ road trip off 
to a good start. 


Abbott says tariffs hurt 


In rare break with Trump, governor 
warns that jobs, economy will suffer 


By Katherine Blunt 


Gov. Greg Abbott on 
Thursday implored Presi- 
dent Donald Trump to re- 
consider tariffs on steel 
and aluminum imports, 
arguing such measures 
will slow the growth of the 
Texas economy and poten- 


tially jeopardize oil and 
gas developments amid a 
surge in U.S. energy pro- 
duction. 

In a carefully worded 
letter, Abbott said that the 
state’s oil and gas industry 
relies on specialty steelim- 
ports for wells, pipelines, 
and other projects that 


have supported the boom 
in the prolific Permian Ba- 
sin and other West Texas 
shale fields. He said the 
tariffs could deter further 
investments in the oil 
patch, which is only just 
recovering from a three- 
year bust. 

“If the new tariffs con- 
tinue to drive up the cost of 
oil and gas production,” 
he wrote, “America’s quest 
for global energy domi- 


Gov. Greg 
Abbott 
fears steel, 
aluminum 
tariffs will 
cut jobs, 
projects. 


nance could be signifi- 
cantly hindered.” 

The letter marked a rare 
division between Trump 
and Abbott, who for 
months have remained 


Texas 


closely aligned on almost 
all policy matters even as 
other Republican leaders 
seek to distance them- 
selves from an unpredict- 
able administration. Trade 
is a particularly difficult 
issue for Abbott and other 
red state official in a pivot- 
al election year, one that 
requires them to finesse 
the divide between the 
free-trading business 

Texas continues on A13 


COMPLAINTS GROW 
ON BORDER POLICY 


Latin American 
countries seek 
a resolution for 
U.S. to cease 

‘zero tolerance’ 


By Gabrielle Banks 


The international hu- 
man rights community is 
investigating an on- 
slaught of complaints 
seeking sanctions against 
the United States over its 
handling of the immigra- 
tion crisis, including re- 
quests to the United Na- 
tions Human Rights 
Council and its High 
Commission on Refugees 
and a watchdog group 


appointed by the Organi- 
zation of American 
States. 


A bloc of Latin Amer- 
ican countries will make 
its case in Washington, 
D.C., on Friday for nearly 
three dozen other OAS 
countries to support a 
resolution calling on the 
U.S. to abandon policies 
they say violate funda- 
mental rights of children 
by breaking up families 
and unduly depriving 
people of liberty, many of 
whom are fleeing danger- 
ous conditions. 

The resolution is 
among a string of human 
rights allegations filed 
against the U.S. with or- 
ganizations that typically 
consider such high-pro- 
file humanitarian crises 

Expert continues on A10 


Carol Guzy / San Antonio Express-News 
Fursiya F. Plummer of Pearland listens to speakers Thursday at a 
“Families Belong Together” rally across from the Brownsville 
Federal Courthouse where immigrants are being prosecuted. 


Gunman 
kills 5 
staffers 
at paper 


Officials say 

it was ‘targeted 
attack’ on the 
Md. journalists 


By Lynh Bui, 
Ovetta Wiggins 
and Tom Jackman 
WASHINGTON POST 


ANNAPOLIS, Md. — 
A man with a vendetta 
against a Maryland 
newspaper fired a shot- 
gun through the news- 
rooms glass doors and at 
its employees, killing five 
and injuring two others 
Thursday in a targeted 
shooting, according to 
police. 

The attack appears to 
be the deadliest involving 
journalists in the United 
States in decades. 

Local police said the 
Capital Gazette was tar- 
geted in the incident that 
prompted heightened se- 
curity in newsrooms 
around the country. 

A bulletin emailed to 
Maryland law enforce- 
ment officials identified 
the shooting suspect as 
Jarrod Ramos, 38. Police 
were searching an apart- 
ment in Laurel, Md., that 
is tied to Ramos. 

Ramos in 2015 lost a 
defamation case he 
brought against the pa- 
per over a 2011 column he 
contended defamed him. 
The column provided an 
account of Ramos’ guilty 

Suspect continues on A10 


Gallery owners unite to face art’s uncertain future 


Nearly 2 dozen dealers join to promote 
Houston as a destination for collectors 


By Molly Glentzer 


Art dealer Cindy Lisica 
hopes to cause a scene at 
her namesake gallery Fri- 
day night with a perfor- 
mance by an artist who 
calls himself Pure Evil. 

She wants to offer more 


solo show “Steel Sharpens 
Steel,” so Pure Evil, whose 
real name is Charles Uzzell 
Edwards, will tag, hand- 
finish and sign his art- 
works and prints. His 
trademarks are simple, 
outlined faces of celebrities 
that usually have a big, 


Lisica, a Ph.D who also 
teaches graduate-level art 
history, usually aims high 
aesthetically for openings 
at her gallery in the 44n 
Montrose building. But 
summer is swoon season, 
and galleries are in an 
adapt-or-die era. Many op- 
erate with a business mod- 
el that hasn’t changed in 
100 years, and while collec- 
tors are still buying art, 
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Michael Ciaglo / Houston Chronicle 


oer! than the customary free bloody-looking teardrop they're not always doing it Ken Adam examines artist Claire Ankenman’s Ideal 
wine for the opening ofhis falling from one eye. Art continues on A13 Dream sculptures during a reception at Moody Gallery. 
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